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The COVID-19 pandemic is a once-in-a-century type story, ... Click here to continue

Tensions rise over airport pact in Owls Head

By Stephen Betts | Nov 17, 2020 HEELC 26
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Stephen Betts has been covering the news from the
Rockland area since January 1982.
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Rockland Council to hold meeting on natural
gas project
Feb 10, 2021

Hope Health Family Practice's Davis joins
PBMC
Feb 10, 2021

Knox County reports no additional cases, CDC
reports Wednesday
Feb 10, 2021

Rockland Council OKs study group for
downtown traffic pattern
Feb 09, 2021

Council rejects sale of playground buffer zone
Feb 09, 2021

COVID-19 Update - January, 21

There was opposition voiced at a Nov. 16 public hearing by the Owls Head Photo by: Stephen Betts
selectmen on a proposed interlocal agreement with Knox County, concerning the Knox County Regional Airport.

OWLS HEAD — Tension was thick as pea soup at a public hearing Nov. 16 Dining Deals
 in Owls Head for a proposed new agreement between the town and county Do you Sous Vide? Now is the Time to Learn!
over gI'OWth at the alrport. By Hartstone Inn - Feb 03

By the end of the meeting, selectmen said residents will get to decide whether Enjoy your Night with some Curbside Cuisine!
y Hartstone Inn - Feb 03

to approve the interlocal agreement at a special town meeting scheduled for 6 Rockport Diner will be Closed Tuesday Feb. ...

p.m. Monday, Nov. 30. By Rockport Diner Family ... - Feb 01
MORE »

Forty-five people turned out for the Nov. 16 public hearing held in the lower
level of the Owls Head Community Building. Participants wore masks, but
physical distancing was difficult due to the number of people and the size of

Enlarge...

the room.

: : e : Special Offers
Resident Jared Schmelzer, who has organized an effort to stop the proposed agreement, criticized it sharply P

during the meeting. He maintained Knox County is breaching the agreement and that the proposed Winter Apparel SALE at Heavenly Threads!

agreement would weaken, if not remove, the town's ability to control future growth at the airport. 2y Heaverly Thyea®s .. 0 2
BARE ROOT FRUIT!

Schmelzer said he was concerned an expansion of the airport would harm the quality of life for residents in By Plants Uniimited - Feb 09

Owls Head ORCHIDS!
’ By Plants Unlimited - Feb 08

Other residents urged selectmen to end the public hearing and postpone the special town meeting, because it 21 in 21 COMING OF AGE IN A PANDEMIC

was not safe to hold the meeting in the community building room. oy Frstchureh of .. -Feb 0%
Daily Schoolwork Monitoring

"There are a lot of emotions. Let's take the pressure off the March deadline," resident Ken Wexler said By The Study Hall - Feb 03
about holding off on the town meeting. He suggested the county give the town a 90-day extension to work 50% OFF Ladies Coats at Heavenly Threads

¢ By Heavenly Threads ... - Feb 03
on a new agreement. . .
g Best Deal-2 nights & Dinner!

By Hartstone Inn - Feb 03
Donations accepted today at
The current interlocal agreement was approved in 2001 by the town and Knox County Commissioners and HeavenlyThreads

expires June 2021. The county noted, however, the agreement requires 90 days notice if it is not to be By Heavenly Threads ... - Feb 02

NEW DOORS INSTALLED IN BANGOR MAINE
extended. o

Wexler said if the current proposal goes before the town meeting, it will be defeated.

Selectman Gordon Page pointed out that selectmen have not adopted the plan, but negotiated a proposed oy Winsifor Garage Door .. - Feb 01 :
Join the Plants Unlimited Staff this season!

one that is going before voters. By Plants Unlimited - Feb 01

AIR PLANTS!
By Plants Unlimited - Feb 01

Hop on in to Heavenly Threads!

3 3 3 o o By H ly Threads ... - Jan 30
The proposed new agreement, Shaw said, recognizes the FAA’s authority, and creates a joint board made up = oY oo 7 oan VORE »

of representatives of both the County and the town to deliberate actions taken by the airport in the coming
years.

Airport Manager Jeremy Shaw said the Federal Aviation Administration requires a change in the agreement
from the current one. He said he doubts the FAA would agree to a 90-day extension.

"Without the passage of the proposed interlocal agreement, the county would most likely issue a 90 day

: : : : 7 : : 't Miss List!
notice to terminate, as articulated in the current agreement, because it is not compatible with current FAA The Don't Miss List:

guidelines and would place the airport in violation of grant assurances it has made over the last 15 years Pine Grove Apartments - Searsport
with the Airport Improvement Program," the airport manager said prior to the meeting. SHOP IN-STORE o rCurbside Service
Schmelzer said the FAA may have say over the airport, but not over the town. Valentines day ad.

.. i : : i Lucette Help Wanted
Knox County Administrator Andrew Hart said he is not aware of any expansion plans for the airport. The ucette Help frante

major project that was recently approved 1s for a solar farm on county property, which he said will benefit

all communities in Knox County. 0'Connor Auto Park
Maine's newest Corvette dealer

Rockland Ford sell used catrs for ...

Shaw said there were no plans to add "one additional inch" to any of the airport’s runways. -
Grasshopper Shop Open Positions

"We see that in the recent guidance from the FAA stating that barring any special circumstances, the FAA Animal Control Officer
will no longer consider improving runway 3-21 under the FAA’s AIP program. They have decided that it’s
important for an airport to have at least one runway, but it’s not necessarily the taxpayer’s responsibility to
maintain every runway surface at an airport that has multiple runways," the airport manager said.

Together we are UMC. Here for our ...
Dr. Santiago

Midcoast Professional Directory
Shaw said that weeks ago, the report suggested to the Owls Head Transportation Museum that it list a piece
of property for sale with a real estate broker. He said the property was discussed at the last Airport Public

Advisory Committee meeting as a piece of property that was inside the airport's perimeter fence that had

William Raveis Real Estate

: : : : : o Daily Headlines

hangars, and a taxiway that could benefit the airport in the future for a potential maintenance facility on the Vill y '
airfield, as well as a flight school. Slozge Enter your email address

. . . Sign Up Now!
He said no action was taken, but it was recommended by the APAC to form a task group to look at the I -
possibilities for airport use, should it come to market.
Schmelzer interrupted county speakers on several occasions. Owls Head Selectmen Board Chairman Tom
VonMalder repeatedly warned the resident not to interrupt the speakers. Real Estate

If you appreciated reading this news story and want to support local journalism, consider subscribing today.
Call (207) 594-4401 or join online at knox.villagesoup.com/join.
Donate directly to keeping quality journalism alive at knox.villagesoup.com/donate.

Rockland
$229,000
62 Maverick Street

POSTED BY: JARED SCHMELZER | Nov 19, 2020 11:41

In response to Mr. Stephen K Carrol,

This a major quality of life issue for residents of Owls Head and the sounding towns’ residents as well.

The County is in breach of the Interlocal Agreement. That’s a good point you highlight. The County accepted
numerous grants during the standing agreement that is a legal and binding agreement in purpose to simply not
to expand and grow the Airport without mutually including the voting residents of Owls Head. Expansion and
Growth with increased commuter and larger flight operations to come in the near future most directly affects
Owls Head in numerous and negative ways.

Now that the County has been ‘allowed’ if not enabled, the County and the FAA wish to remove Owls Head

Residents as an obstacle for expansion and growth by citing reasons of future compliance. The differences Rockport
between the standing Interlocal Agreement and the proposed changes should not be ‘comfortable’ to anyone that $958,000
can read the current and proposed and understand the differences. 91 Eastward On the Ocean

Its about standing up for Owls Head and the entire point of having the Interlocal Agreement in the first place. In
fact thats probably the single most important issue for most residents.

Owls Head has a right to mutually control growth of the airport and the County and FAA are trying to remove that
legal right, and their excuse is compliance, yet they are in not compliance (its called in breach) with a legal
agreement that is now. The proposed changes to the Interlocal by the County subject Owls Head to unfair and
unreasonable terms. If there is no Expansion or Growth then the Current Interlocal should and can easily be
renewed, if not there is an Enforcement clause.

Oh, and as | pointed out at the meeting the County voluntarily accepted funding not our Town, and its absurd on
its face to suggest that Owls Head would be forced to do anything such as you suggest, pay it back. (Did the
County ask you to say that? It sounds scary, but flawed and misleading.) Owls Head is not against the County
sustaining and maintaining the airport. Owls Head is concerned about further growth and expansion of the
airport and as agreed in our pact, the County and FAA should not be devising ways to get around the Town. The
airport is in Owls Head most directly affects Owls Head, and the Town residents want a meaningful Agreement
not one that ‘shuts them up’.

Appleton sounds nice, but Owls Head is a Town worth fighting for.

Jared Schmelzer

Appleton
$275,000
1628 Burkettville Road

(Also, there were more than 50 residents that showed up to the hearing at 3pm, when people are still working
traps and before many residents are even thinking of punching the clock. Some residents arrived, before and
after the meeting started, looked in from outside and saw there was no room to enter and comply with meeting
requirements, so they stood in the cold then left. | could seen them from where | was standing.
There were many requests send to the Selectboard from OH residents for a more appropriate place to gather
comfortably with the ability to be heard and ask questions. The Selectboard denied those residents’ requests but Vinalhaven
made sure their lawyer was there to hear all, well on the phone anyhow.) $195,000

33 East Main Street

POSTED BY: STEPHEN K CARROLL | Nov 19, 2020 09:11

Mr. Swartzbaugh, no | have not read the interlocal agreement, but | believe the Airport Manager has and he
stated there would be certain consequences if the agreement were broken. You objected to my comments re:
possible penalties, but you did not say you believed them to be incorrect. Re: my statements concerning quality
of life, many regional airports throughout the U.S. are surrounded by Golf courses, bike and walking trails and fit
nicely into the community. 1, like many others enjoy watching planes in flight and often attend the Owls Head
museums fly-ins. | do not believe the Airport is this horrible monster and would love to live in Owls Head as |
could save considerably over my Rockland taxes.

Thomaston

$372,500
115 Gleason Street

POSTED BY: FRANCIS MAZZEO, JR. | Nov 19, 2020 08:34

| don't live in Owls Head but | don't think changes at the airport are necessary. When a jet flies near my house to
land it is sometimes quite frightening. | don't always see it but the fear of it landing in my living room becomes a
thought.

POSTED BY: LAUREN SWARTZBAUGH | Nov 18, 2020 17:31

Mr. Carroll ~ As your comments make quite clear, neither were you present at the Public Hearing nor have you

read the Interlocal Agreement ~ a current, binding contract between Owls Head, the Airport and Knox County Bristol
since 2001. $2,100,000

Per your admission, you are "not understanding what all the fuss is about"actual obligations and recourse between Counties, 20 & 24 Harbor Point Lane

Towns and/or the"Federal Government" in the event of a breach of a binding Agreement.

Your perspectives here are somewhat surprising given your 10/12/16 commentary to the Village Soup regarding the
importance of quality of life in a town..."and the way to do that is to work on the ingredients that this town has that are
attractive to people...parks, harbor trails, walking trails...these are all things that people really want".

It would be of interest to hear from readers if the expansion of their community airport into a regional / commuter / or
charter jet hub would be an "attractive" aspect in their process of choosing one community over another to which they
relocate their family, to start an organic farm, or fulfill a dream of opening a B&B.

There's a stark difference between our community airport as we know and love it now, and what it will become under the
proposed revisions to the Interlocal Agreement being set forth by the County.

A suggestion to heed the advice you rather ineloquently presented to Mr. Rosen and educate yourself with factual St. George
information and a true understanding before making commentary on an issue of which you seem quite uninformed. $449,900

135 Horse Point Road

POSTED BY: STEPHEN K CARROLL | Nov 18, 2020 09:11

Mr. Rosen am not sure the extent of penalty to beach a contract with Federal government but can be assured it
would be harmful to taxpayers. Suggest you find out from Airport manager or county administrator before you go
off half cocked.

POSTED BY: PAUL ROSEN | Nov 17, 2020 14:02

Mr. Carroll, you state above "...and probably Owls Head residents would be forced to pay back uncle sam the Appleton
millions in grants.” Is this speculation or fact? Please share with the rest of Owls Head residents your source of $32,500
information in making such a statement. 00 Searsmont Road

POSTED BY: STEPHEN K CARROLL | Nov 17, 2020 08:19

Sounds like Mr. Schmelzer should find a more peaceful lifestyle in Appleton away from busy airports. | am not

understanding what all the commotion is about. The federal government basically owns the airport through it's

various grants amounting to millions of dollars over several years. Don't think any opposition residents heard the
airport manager when he said: "without passage of the interlock agreement the county...and the airport would be
in violation of grant assurances it has made over the last 15 years" In other words the county would be in breach
of agreement with the government and probably Owls Head residents would be forced to pay back uncle sam .
the millions in grants. Don't think that would make Mr. Schmeizer very popular in town. Think it would be fair to Vinalhaven

say that Owls head should shut up and "take the deal" $95,000
1069 Isle au Haute Mountain Road W

If you wish to comment, please login.
Note: If you signed up using our new subscriber portal, your username is the email address you registered with and your password is in
all caps
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Vinalhaven
Tab2la Feed $875,000

145 Dyers Island Road
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